
Esri, HERE, Garmin, (c) OpenStreetMap contributors, and
the GIS user community

Legalized Racism: 

“Tha t n o p erso n  of a n y race o ther tha n  of the 
white Ca uca sia n  race shall use or occup y a n y 
buildin g or a n y lo t w ithin  sa id tract, excep t tha t 
this co ven a n t shall n o t p reven t occup a n cy by 
domestics or serva n ts of a differen t race 
domiciled w ith a white Ca uca sia n , o w n er or 
ten a n ts.” (1947)

“Tha t the seco n d p arties or the seco n d p arties’ heirs or 
a ssign s, shall n o t a t a n y time sell, lea se or ren t, or in  a n y 
w ay co n vey sa id p ro p erty to a n y p erso n  or p erso n s of 
the Africa n , Mo n golia n  or o ther Asia tic Race.” (1933)

Arguello Street
Redwood City

“Tha t n either the sa id lo t n or a n y p art thereof 
shall be co n veyed, or let or lea sed, to a n y 
p erso n  of Africa n  or Mo n golia n  descen t or to 
a n y p erso n  or p erso n s o ther tha n  tho se of 
the Ca uca sia n  or white race.” (1928)

Greenwood Drive
So. San Francisco

Westmoor Road
Burlingame

“Race Restrictio n s: No p erso n s 
other tha n  members of the Ca u-
ca sia n  or White race shall be 
permitted to occup y a n y p ortio n  
of sa id p ro p erty, other tha n  a s
domestics in  the emp loy of the 
occup a n ts of the p remises.”
(1940)

Sunnyslope Avenue
Belmont

“No p erso n  of Africa n , Ja p a n ese, Chin ese, 
Hin du, In dia n , Korea n , or Mo n golia n  
descen t, or perso n  n o t wholly of the Ca u-
ca sia n  race, shall be p ermitted or suffered 
to p urcha se, o w n , lea se, use or occup y 
sa id p ro p erty or a n y p art thereof, excep t 
tha t p erso n s n o t of the Ca uca sia n  race 
may be kep t thereo n  by Ca uca sia n  occu-
p a n ts strictly in  the ca p acity of domestic 
serva n ts, garden ers or cha uffeurs.” (1938)

“Race Restrictio n : No p ortio n  of sa id p ro p erty shall 
be used or occup ied a t a n y time by a n y p erso n  or 
p erso n s who se blo od is n o t en tirely tha t of the 
Ca uca sia n  race, pro vided tha t p erso n s n o t of the 
Ca uca sia n  race may be kep t thereo n  by a Ca uc-
a sia n  occup a n t, strictly in  the ca p a city of domestic 
serva n ts of such occup a n t.” (1945)

Hobart Street
Menlo Park

Linden Avenue
San Bruno

“No lo t, plot, n or imp ro ved pro p erty described 
in  these restrictio n s shall be used or occup ied 
by a n y p erso n , or p erso n s, other tha n  those of 
the Ca uca sia n  or White Race, excep t tha t 
p erso n s n o t of the Ca uca sia n  Race, may be 
kep t thereo n  by Ca uca sia n  occup a n ts strictly 
in  the ca p a city of domestic serva n ts.” (1941)

“No p erso n  of Negro, Ja p a n ese, 
Malay, Chin ese, Hin du, In dia n , 
Korea n , or Mo n golia n  descen t, 
or perso n  n o t wholly of the Ca u-
ca sia n  race shall be p ermitted 
or suffered to use or occup y
sa id p ro p erty or a n y p art thereof, 
excep t tha t p erso n s n o t of Ca u-
ca sia n  race may be kep t thereo n  
by Ca uca sia n  occup a n t strictly in  
the ca p a city of domestic serva n ts, 
gardeners, or cha uffeurs.” (1948)

Hibbert Court
Pacifica
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Restrictive Housing in San Mateo County
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In the United States, the sale of land often includes complex restrictions that accompany the lot deed, known as "covenants, 
conditions, and restrictions (CC&Rs). Beginning in the late 1800s, these restrictions often included exclusionary covenants to 
restrict the sale of property to certain races. This was true across San Mateo County where racially-restrictive deeds can be found in 
virtually every city. In 1948, the landmark Supreme Court case Shelley v. Kraemer rendered these racial restrictions unenforceable, 
and years later they were declared unconstitutional. Although these clauses have no legality today, they can still be found in the 
deeds of many homes. This poster shows examples of this racially restricted language in deeds across San Mateo County.




